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New International Trade Crossing
Project’s Supporters Seek to Build Economic Security for Michigan Residents

On June 15, 2012, Governor Rick Snyder signed an
agreement with Canada to build a New International Trade
Crossing (NITC). The new crossing will provide a modern,
strategically located bridge between Detroit and Windsor
and create thousands of jobs. “This agreement is about
more than building a bridge,” Snyder said in a statement.
“It’s about building a future of economic strength and
security for families across our entire state.”

The agreement is not complete until the administration
receives federal permits and waivers, in particular the
Presidential Permit. The application has been submitted to
the U.S. Department of State, and they are now accepting
public comments at NITCComments@state.gov until
August 9, 2012.
ACEC/Michigan has been supportive of building a new
crossing for some time and will be submitting comments in
support of the crossing. ■

Indemnification Bill (HB 5466)
Shortly before the legislature went on
summer break, the full House passed a
substitute for HB 5466 that was strongly
supported by ACEC and other
professional societies. The bill would add
protections for design professionals by
making broad, uninsurable
indemnification clauses in professional
service contracts with public entities void
and unenforceable.
The bill received a hearing by the Senate
Judiciary Committee on July 18, 2012,
but was not taken up for a vote. ACEC,
along with architects and surveyors,
testified in support of the bill. ■

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

INDEMNIFICATION BILL (HB 5466)

Senate Bill 351

Senate Bill 351 was signed into
law on June 25, 2012 by
Governor Snyder and will shift a
portion of the sales tax revenue
on gasoline and diesel fuel
purchases to the State Trunkline
Fund (STF) to be used to match
available federal funds.
The bill would make available
approximately $135 million in
federal match money that would
no longer go to the state’s
General Fund. ■

Water
Quality
Improvement

Water Quality Improvement
Bills (HB 5673-5676)
A package of bills was introduced on
May 24, 2012 that would implement
the recommendations of the State
Water Pollution Control Revolving
Fund Advisory Committee. The bills
will create a grant program to
incentivize up front activities that
improve efficiency and reduce costs,
and would create a state-operated
loan program free of federal
environmental regulations.
The bills would direct the deposit of
approximately $654 million in
remaining bond funds (approved by
voters in 2002) into the strategic
water quality initiatives fund to be
used for the new programs to improve
water quality. These new programs
would compliment the current state
revolving fund, not replace it.
The bills are awaiting hearing in both
the House and Senate. ACEC
supports the bills. ■
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(L to R:) Lawrence Miller (Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick), Jesse
VanDeCreek (Hubbell, Roth & Clark), Stephen Pangori (Anderson,
Eckstein & Westrick), Ron Brenke, Executive Director ACEC/M, and Roy
Rose (Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick), present Michigan Congresswoman
Candice Miller with an ACEC National PAC check.

2012 PAC Honor Roll
State PAC Contributions (CEPAC):

Gold Supporters ($1,000 - $1,999)
Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc.*
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber*
Great Lakes Engineering Group*
Hubbell, Roth & Clark*
Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment*
Tetra Tech
Wade Trim*
Wightman & Associates*
Silver Supporters ($500 - $999)
Bergmann Associates, Inc.*
Byce & Associates*
Mead & Hunt, Inc.*
Bronze Supporters (up to $499)
Abonmarche Consultants, Inc.
Alfred Benesch & Company
C2AE
Fleis & VandenBrink Engineering
G2 Consulting Group, LLC
Harley Ellis Devereaux
HNTB
Materials Testing Consultants
NTH Consultants, LTD
Parsons Brinckerhoff Michigan
Parsons Transportation Group
Prein&Newhof
RS Engineering
Rowe Professional Services
Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc.
Spicer Group, Inc.
Williams & Works, Inc.

Nat’l PAC Contributions (ACEC PAC):

Platinum Supporters (>$2,000)
Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment*
Gold Supporters ($1,000 - $1,999)
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber*
Wade Trim*
Silver Supporters ($500 - $999)
Anderson, Eckstein & Westrick, Inc.*
Great Lakes Engineering Group*
Hubbell, Roth & Clark*
Bronze Supporters (up to $499)
The Mannick & Smith Group, Inc.
Rowe Professional Services
Scott Civil Engineering
Wightman & Associates
*met or exceeded 2012 firm goal
2012 PAC Chair:
Robert Rayl, RS Engineering

Help lead the PAC!
Protecting the business and professional
interests of private engineering companies is
a key priority for ACEC. We are your
advocates! One important way to ensure
success is by supporting candidates who
understand the important job engineers
have - protecting the health, safety and
welfare of the public. ACEC also supports
candidates who seek to create a business
environment in Michigan that is fair and
profitable for private engineering companies.
Please help us protect your business by
contributing to the PAC alongside your
peers. Visit the ACEC website for more info
at: www.acecmi.org.

